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�r.,�. J.n. TtFiP!·!AT,R.-.r\.]] fo,ws nr rflrt,, nf lri W",. i nRnfr,,.. :\;:: 'i:rw, "Plritc> Rep,ai,
r.r, h1,;;;ines�, arfecte,I her2by, aml ,1:r"' ir:. conflict w�th anv of tlrn p1<,v;'oions
of th,s _c;..ct, a1'e nereby rep,·al 0c:d. · · 

SE(__t -�·;. Cu:N .�-·111TO"i'lL1�,L!>-1..iY�-· Y .-:::;I1ould ar1y sec ti en or urov .isioi1 vl tJ_:_.is rJor:;)t1tLtk=:alfry,
.A._1_�L 0v lH'.iJ ULCu�1�tlC!�Liul1Li�- Cl' i1v;tliJ, :.,fu, -v::111,Jlr·v �of Uit.- .._\_cl ac: a
"',"';":1erfr;� nr nf :1,:1�� [::JT� tl1cr·"JYC .. nt}1cr-; }u1:.1 1ht Dr11�t de,::i_r!_,.�d 1-n be 111;c0-n-
st�tnti·o�1al n!� inv::hd� �had -;ot br- :1:lP('.t,r'.-f, ~ " '8 -

1:
· . �-

) 1 �- l . . . � �"1I.:C� 4.: ·.-::...FF.SC-:::-T;;!r, L:�"'"E t)F .f�c·Tw-l:JX:cepr, \Vlt·fP nt11erW:i�P, sr,�<:".lil- Rffr0cti";'F' 1ate
cdh prov1d'.,d nerem. lL1F 1',d sh:dl beeome efiecriv,. thir�y davs titer "�·-
a r p; <J\7 ;tl. . 

Appruv,,J. ()ctnbe:· �1, '\,;•l ).

81 ir ,''1),([riP{,. {. /f �7,, '"'"r1cff a,;c,rl N•)/f('P of flf m,,·�fr;fr,·tfre.0 of f1;.p.
[l n.it.ed ;5_ atr8 of ·�1 ;nr t1",<_:'a,, ./n (} t-"t1JireR8 ass,,)�n bl,./d, 1'::.iat sµ,ctiol� 3S5
of the !lev1seci Srnn1te� of ::L1c tni7ed S:ates. UE amencbd. is hereriy
ane,1Lit•d ,o 1'euil :ti:i iolJo,,'s: 

"�i�;,{,c 3.-,J }�1J lJul1l;1, llHJr01� Ei1a.'.l ;Je ex;)�LLlf:J 111_:on uuy .sr1_u ur
l•"L"flJ

...:,,

T) � 1I'('\u; i� 1?c'. 1-\_., �-1;�-: L�1-l i;;."';-: C,i•d•:)(� r(,f _._:lH · � ,·iT•r1,· .,,,� o:•· ! 1 ?'(1 1·i'i:·1{Y 
;,.. .._� - _,,.- ;, .. -'• , ._,. , I • a " 

,-'� _, )._ LI.. "-'.••,~ .. •,•,·•t:.~.··,. f"'�',.;1•.(.'-�,.j_
_}
n',",:,�, ��-��.�•"• -.· f:,,·. -�•11,',•.':,,;0f.[1�.b_th?rr011 r�r; --v ar:tno��-, nr:-:-cn:; _ _;, . ,_\_L . .... . _._. . I .' -� .. • 

hws,-,. 'i,qn.tlim,sP. ;,r ,,tl·!,'..,.. 1)11hhc bnilr d :mv "drn'l _;,,i1at,�ver.
until the writhn ouinioL oi the }�tr:ornev Gcm<:'!'lll shall be had ill
favo:,_· of tLe validit; o:i the ,iu,.

o/ ,;1,�ot.'-Vllhstarn.iing 1:Le m·cvi:::iom, uf tLis or a.Ly ot.11er law. whE:n-, 7 ".. l · . · • . 1 . • 1 evt-;r -�nL u.-�./ura ◄.r � r a ... 1.H� ,)I J...1.1 ·�· �J..11:.:12 ur _;_llLCI\'SL-- l11 1.�.ll<i Lc.1 oc :..tc.�q Gll't-1,k
by 01· en ])(,11al:i' ('1 ;Olw r·11itc•c; �<ai cs m,:·ler :: <ng-lc opti1rn rir eon­
tr:1 cl o+ C];lle d 08S n,Jt .P-�C�Pd ?ti (r DPT ft('ff) n1ereir1 gfter LPferrr-d to
as '1,-.-1,-vnhrn lands·). the r.ifo, m-:,v bP ncCC:D1:lO snbiect ro i'oll:�h
infirmicieE as, in rhe ·o-iinio:, cf the Attorne:y General. n1ac, Wltho'lt
jeupnntizing the lfi:':)YCStf' or tne United 6: at2s, b( lt:ft £�1- rerLo,al
by ccnde.:·:11iatiou 01· ,_)tl1t}r a1_1pr�J1J1'i,�LD pl'Uc8edi11gs� ii �Ilt.:� \vhr:.1n
11cecssal'T: I"ri_,.,·(1 t.'.c,-,-_;,d� J-711:.:.t �lH .. ' t\_,Lu.l v�lue of a11y lar�J:.:: or intci·c;:;is
to ]y, c;,:rrcirucl urclcr ,, :::ing]r, or,tfrm '.lr rccnt,act -,f :;nlP s11hjc1't :-o
aD i1ifh·m"tv dne,o not AXcPed �3 .. ,or:_ N'o ,Jn6lir: 1:10:nPT sna]l hf'TA­
af::er h2 ,xr,eule,1 I01' t:i.e ac:qmsiTion of . such low-vaiuf lirnci3 or
inrnr,3sts in ;�11d oy or on belnlf oi t11e United ::,t;1,tes for a11y pm·­
puse uJli:,11 -u1e writTe1° 0uinion u:t tbe\ ALtuniey Ge'1e1·al l1rt:o be>-m
hau a.ppi'O ving 1te title c:LLi;_; ect.� li exp�d�e1�L� tu Lnl!rruit�es a.: ht�l'e�11
})rv,,,C.ed. Iluwe.,·cr. L.u ,rwin·�- ir: (XU,,,;,; of $:.:/ifl0 :h;: 11 be n::;pcnd1.·d
fo1• rhe con.:tr,1cr:0L cf 1rnikin:-s. 1',r:rn, or nfr:cr irnnro,en�Pilts
(pycPDT rnac,s. ,rnilP. ;:i�r1 fr,,;-;Jrcre'r·ti,,n :rnnrrrl.h·111PDrs'i on mrv Ritf\.
tract" o:· D1ffcel of ,and rhe title tu ,d1ich, is s11bi Ret tu infir.rnities,
until the "wntt-2n opimon of the Attornev Gen,2,:;1: in faTor 01· we
valiiiiix o,' uie ·witie l:Hl� bee11 had m: 11' Lh� •�ai'tc i)l ,jtl.ter la11cb:. FrJr
tli,; L;Ul.T10,,� uJ this _.'._'.�ct. vu 1 ue.s ol lu.nL15- u�1J in 1_ er:_!s{::: _·L11 la1.:_c1 ,�lh,Jl
}1r: 1{r'.("/11�'ri"•l·1F1d f-,, .. tl1u · . lr� .. r•1t:')1l 'Yli.(:-). (l!" 1 :1 :,r: ll'"tid
·· "Th�- Ktt�;ne; G;neral 1s h�;eb� ·atth�ri�ed 'to. �pp�o,;e the title to
easements or r12:hts-of-wav to be· acquired bv or -on behalf of the
�Jnitetl States ! s11bject to such infirmities as, 1n his opinion, wrn noc
Jeopardize the interests of the unite.d Stutes. 

'�Nothing in this Act sh.all he eonstrued to limit the authority 110w
or J1ereafter delegated to arcy officer in exercising the power of eminent
domain for or on behalf of the TJnited States, to take title to or pos­
session of or to e:•qJend money for or upon any land or interest in land,

R. ::. § �-.;55, :llll'::'Tid­
l.!J:•nL �4 C 8. C. , 52S..int,, lJ. 
ct �::e�i1;by 

1�·{r_· • s.:; �g;.;JLltilL· Uu:.ldu..:.:.;:-. ·:alidit-y of r.i.Ue w·re,..,_ uir •..;illC ::::.tJ. 

:,Lcs.,.·•·V,_�iu0 lan1�c,,''Ace:;pta�ce ,Jf �itl�::;uJJ0Ct to !UC.r.D.H 1-�CS.

P�wf.�0-..Limitat:aus

Easements orrights­of-way. 

Eminent domain, A utbority of otficerto take title, ere.
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Procurement of e vi­
dence of title. 

:BasiS of opinion a.s 
to title. 

Provisions of desig­
na,ed Jaws not ai­
fected. 

Easements, etc., !or 
military or naval pur­
poses. 

Waiver of require• 
ment for opinion. 

Jurisdiction over 
lands. 

Acceptance. 

PUBLIC LAWS-CH. 793-00T. 9, 1940 [54 STAT, 

or to expend money as security for an ultimate award in advance of 
:final judgment in ·any proceedings to determine just compensation: 
nor shall this Act be construed to preclude any acquiring agency froin 
expending money for the erection of any prelimma:ry and�temporary 
structure upon any land. 

"The head or other authorized officer of any department, inde­
pendent establishment, or agency, shall procure any evidence of title 
which th.e Attorney General may d_eem neces�ary, and the expenses of 
procurement, except where otherwise authorized by law or provided 
by contract, may be pa.id out of. th� appropriations for the acquisition 
of land or out of the appropriat1011s made for the contingencies of 
the acquiring department, independent establishment, or agency. 

"The Attorney General may. in his discretion. base any opinion as 
to title required either by this Act or any other law up"on either or 
both of the following: Certificates of title of title companies or such 
evidence of title as he may deem satisfactory. 

"The :foregoing provisions of this section shall not be construed to 
affect in any manner any existing provisions of law which are applica.­
ble to the acquisition of lands or interests in land by the Tennessee 
'Valley Authority; and nothing in this section shall be construed to 
affect in any manner any authority which the Secretary of War, the 
Chief of Engineers, or the Secretary of the Interior have under the 
provisions of law in force on the date this section as amended takes 
effect with respect to the approval by them of title to land or interests 
i11 land acquired by the War Department or the Department of the 
Interior, as the case may be. Nor shall the :foregoing provisions of 
this section, or the provisions of any other law, be construed to require 
any opinion of the Attorney General in connection with the acquisi­
tion or improvement of easements and rights-of-way for militarv or 
naval purposes; or for the acquisition or improvement of easements 
and rights-of-way by the Department o:f Agriculture :for forest and 
other conservation purposes where the cost of any such easement of 
right-of-way acquired under a single instrument of conveyance and 
the cost of any improvement thereon does not exceed $2,500 ; and the 
Attorney General may, in his discretion, waive the requirement for 
his -oniruon in connection with the acauisition or improvement of ease­
ments and rights-of-way for· other "purposes when, in his opinion; 
such waiver will not jeopardize the interests of the United States. 

"Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the obtaining of 
exclusive jurisdiction in the United States over lands or interests 
therein which have been or shall hereafter be acquired by it shall not 
be. requir(;d; but the head oi: oth-er authorized officer of any depart­
ment or mdependent establishment or agency of the Government 
may, in such cases and at such times as he may deem desirable, acce:pt 
or secure from the State in which any lands or interests therein 
under his immediate jurisdiction, custody, or control are situated, 
consent to or cession or such jurisdiction, exclusive or partial, not 
theretofore obtained, over anv such lands or interests as he may deem 
desirable and indicate acceptance of such jurisaiction on behalf of 
the United States by filing a. notice of such acceptance with the Gov­

ernor of such State or in such other manner as may be prescribed by 
the laws o:f: the State where such 1ands are situated. Unless and 
until the United States has accepted jurisdiction over lands hereafter 
to be acquired as aforesaid.. it shall be ·conclusivelv nresumed that 
no such jurisdiction has been' accepted." 

· � 

Approved, October 9, 1940. 



54 ST.A'r.] T6TH CONG., 3n SESS.-CHS. 18, 19-FEB. 1, 1940 

[CHAPTER 18] 

To amend section 355 of the Revised ,Statutes, as amended, -to :make permissive
the acquisition of legislative jurisdiction over .land or interests in land acquired
by ihe United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rernesentatives of the 
United States of A1ne7•ica -in Congress a:ssem,bZe'd, That sectio� 355 
of the. Revised Statutes of the Uni1�ed States (U. S. C., title 33, sec.
133; title 34, sec. 520; title 40, sec. 25G; aI1d title 50. sec. 175) be, 
and the sa.-rne is hereby, amended to read us follows: 

"S!!:c. 355. No public monev shall be expended upon anv site or 
land purchased 0:Y the- Unite�l States for -the purposes of erecting 
thereon any armory, arsenal, fort, fortification, navy yard, custom.­
house, lighthouse, or other public building of any kind whatever, 
until the written opinion of the Attorney Genern.i shall be had in 
favor of the validity of the title. The district attorneys of the United 
States, upon the application of the Attorney General, shall :furnish 
any assistance or information in their power in relation to the titles 
o:f the public propertv lying within their respective districts. And 
the secretaries of the departments, upon tlie application of the 
Attorney General, shall procure any additional evidence of title which 
he may deem necessary, and which may not be in the possession 
{Jf the officers of the Government, and the expense of procuring it 
shall be paid out of the appropriations made for the contingencies 
of the departments, respectively: Provided, however, That in all cases 
of the acquisition of land or any interest therein by the United 
States for the purposes herein specified or for other purposes, wherein 
the wri�ten. o:pmion of !h_e -_Att-Otney Gener� in favor of _the_ validity
of the title o:t such land 1s or mav be required or authorized. by law, the Attorney General may, in bis discretion, base such opinion upon 
a certificate o:f title of a title company. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of la�1 the ?htaining of e�clusiye jurisdi�tion in t�e .U�ited
:States over lands or interests therern w11:ich have been or snail n.ere­
after he acquired by it shall not be required; but the head or other 
authorized officer of any departme�t or independent establishment 
or agency of the Government may, m such cases and at such times 
as he may deem desirable, accept or secure from the State in which 
any lands or interests therein under his immediate jurisdiction, custody, or control are situated, consent to or cession of such juris­
diction, exclusive or _partial, not theretofore obtained, over anv such 
lands or interests as he may deem desirable and indicate acceptance . 
of such jurisdiction on behalf of the United States by filing a notice 
of such acceptance with the Governor of such State or in such other 
manner as may be prescribed by the laws .of the State where such 
1!t.i--i.ds are situated. Unless and until the United States has accepted 
jurisdiction over lands hereafter to be acquired as aforesaid, it shall 
be conclusively presumed that no such jurisdiction has been accepted. 

Approved, February 1, 1940. 

[CHAPTER 19] 
AN ACT 

To amend the Emergency Farm Mortgage Act of 1933, a.s amended. 

Be it enacted by the Benate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress a,ssernbled, That the tenth 
sentence of section 32 0£ the Emergency Farm :0.fortgage Act oi 1983, 
as amended (D. S. C., title 12, sec. 1016), is further amended by 
striking out "Febrnary 1, 1940" in the two places in which it appears 
and inserting in lieu thereof "June 1, 1942". 

Approved, February 1, 1940. 

19 

Februar; !, 1040 IE:. R. 7293] 
[Public, No. 409] 

Lands, etc., pur .. chased by Grrited Stat:as for publicbuildings, V aJidity of title to; 
rei uirements. _ ost, p. l088. 

Ptovi.,o, 
CerPJicate oi title compa.n:y. 

Exclusive jurisdic­tion nouequ.ired. 

Acceptanoe oi jti.ria­
dict!on from State. 

February 1, 1940 
[B:. R. 7342] 

[Public, Ne. 4W] 

Ernei-gency Farm lv(ortgage Act, amBnd• 111e111.. 49 Stat. 314. 12 U. S. C., Supp. V, 
§ 1016 (g). Tlme extensio11 for making Joans. 



828 SEVENTY-FIRST CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cns. 709-711. Hl30. 

so far as such uses may be consistent witli the purposes for which 
such game sanctuD,ries or refuges am established. -

nuut.in1;, �-tc., t,liore· 81w. 2. Tl1at wheu such game sanctuanes or refuges have b(-1en
iJJ, uninwfol. est_abli?hed 3:s provided i�l section 1 hereat the h_unting, pursuing-)

po1somng. killmg, or captnrmg by trappmg, netting, O!' any other 
me[rns, or attempting tu lnmL pursue, kill, or capture any game 

Penalties. 

June 28, 1930. 

animals or birds upon the lands of the United States withi1: the 
limits of such game sanctuaries or refuges, except as herein pro­
vided, shall be unlawful, and any person violating any of the provi-
sjons of this Act. or anv of the rules and regulations made thereunder· 
shall be deemed 'guilty· of a :rnisdcmcimor 11nd shall, upon couvictio� 
in any United States court, be .fined in a sutn not exceeding $500 
or imprisonment not more tlmn ,;ix months, or both. 

Approved, June 28, 1930. 

IS. 8□66.J 
[I'1Iblic, No. 4.G7.J 

CHAP. 710.----An Act To amend section 355 of the Revised Statutes to permit the Attorney General to accept certificates of title in the purchase of . land by the United States in certain cases. 

Be it enaated b:1 the Senate and Howse of _Representatives of theDepartment of Jus- /"' � d c-r O A 
• • /'f b. 7 d Th 

· 
tice. clnite . JJtates of 1nerwa 1,n u ongress asse1n ue 'j at sect10n 3:55 of 
aJJ��n�clec. 355, P- 00• the Revised Statutes of the United States (Dnited States Code, title 

u. s. c., pr,. wo2, 33, section 733; title 34, section 1;120; title 40. section 255 ·, and title
11.22 1302 1700 • <l' · • ' ' ' · 50, section 175) be, an the same 1s hereby, amended to read as 

Lo.n d purchases by 
Uni,ed States. 

follows: 
'' SEo. 355. No public money shall be expended upon any site or 

land purchased by the Uniteo. States for the purposes of erectino­
thereon any armory, arsenal, fort, fortification: navy yard, custom� 
house, lighthouse, or other publi(; building of tmy kind whatever, 

Attorney ocnora.l to until the written opinion of the Attorney General shall be had in
gr:t�� 

validity of title fa,vor of the validity of the title, nor until the consent o:f' 
the legislature of the State i_n which th?. la!la or site may be,

Cooperatiou of dis- to such purchase, has been 0·1ven. The d1strict attor_neys of the trict attorneys. S h ,;:, · f 1 G United. - 'tates, upon t e apphcat10n o t 1e Attorney eneral, shall 
furnish any assistance or information in their power in relation 
to the titles of the public property lying within their respective 
cl.istricts. And the secretaries of tl1e departments 1 upon the appli-

01 sooretaries of de• cation of the At�orney General, shall procure any _additional evi-pnrtments. dence of title which he Illi!."\t-<leem---necessarv. and which ma:v not be 
in the possession of the officers of the Government, and the' expense. 

PaymeJJtofexpense. of procuring it shall be paid out of the appropriations made for 
the contingencies of the departments, respective.ly : Proviclecl: how­

. 1 ever. That in all cases of the acquisition of land or any interesttit e therein by the United States for the pumoses herein specitletl or for 
other purposes, wherein the written� opfoion of the Attorney -Gen­
eral in favor of the validity of the title of such land is or mav be 
:required OI' authorized by ·1a.w, the Attorney General may, in his 
discretion, base such opinion upon a certificate of title of a title 
company.'; 

Provi.sc. Certificate of compan;r. 
Post, p, 1422. 

Yo:. a, '-,. :Ci�L� ru:.nend­
ed. 

T_.-. 8, C,, J, ,-_-,,..,. 

Approved, ,June 28, 1930. 

CRAP. 711.-An Ac, "• • grant rniiel I•, tLose States v,L,kl brnught Stai,·• 
(i\Vned priYncttr int0 t'lH' rnJr:,nd fmtvice i!"•, i"j 1-:, 

"· ·,:r(.(lJ_: ( (!:nd ./; O / 

OI J -i,,11 Ci o?Lt:rI\: the:. i3t�crc:L�1ry 
of vVa,- Jc here.by aurbor�zed to gi.vrc al!� Stat.e credlt for the moIH''-" 
value n:f ·_,._ ,ropern,_, li;;tecl on a1vJrove6 surve,,_,s o.f ,-,-i:'ta"v 1)ro1)e1"�-.r:1: L >->->.c. <, .1 c •'• 
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